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Dear Ms. Searcy:

The CE Bar Volunteer Fire Department, a non profit
corporation, is the contractor for fire suppression, fire
pravention and emergency medical first responder service for
the Travis County Rural Fire Frevention District #10 of
Texas. Our district encompasses a ten square mile area in
the Texas hill country west of Austin. Our area is suburban
and residential in character and our Department has 25
valunteers, four fire apparatus and 21 radio units and a
base/mobile relay operated in the Fire Eadio Service.

The CE Bar VFD is typical of thousands of small public
safety agencies which will be effected by the implementation
of the proposed Part 88 but which will not comment because
they are unaware of the impact of the rulemaking.

Our Department operates exclusively in the 130-174 Megahertz
band and my commentse mostly apply to that frequency range.

1. The mandatory schedule for change of technology in the
original docket is absolutely to short a fime pericd for

small agencies to change to the new technology. Agencies
such as UE Bar will require a minimum of 10 years from the
date of actiocn to be able to amortize the cost of existing

systems and replace it with new technalogy.

The economic reality is that agencies like CE Bar will not
be able to adopt new technology as rapidly as business or
larger public safety users. The Commission must defend the
rights and provide for the protection of small agencies in

the change period.
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It is imperative that the rules layout a clear technology
path for agencies such as ours. Our budget for
communications equipment for an entire year is usually less
than the present cost of two digital mobile radios.  There
ie simply no room for ws to invest in a dead end technology.
Adoption aof an interim technology with a minimum utilization
period (perhaps 12.5 kilohertz for 10 years) followed by a
reexamination of the then available technology would be
acceptable. Likewise, a voluntary change schedule as has
been suggested by some earlier comments would be acceptable.

2. CE Bar VFD is concerned that the reduction in
transmitter deviation required to meet the 1996 deadline
will negatively effect our ability to use tone paging to
alert our responders to an emergency situation. I feel it
is essential that emergency alert paging be allowed at the
present level of transmitter deviation, compatible with
existing paging receivers, until some alternative is
technologically and economically available to small
agencies.

3. 0Our location in the dry, steep hill and canyon country
of central Texas is regarded as & very dangerous location
for massive wildland fire, like the Oakland Hills fire in
California. In the event of such a fire it will be
imperative that we be able to intercommunicate with federal
agencies responding to assist. Adoption by the Commission
of a & kilohertz channel plan at VHF high band may limit our
ability to communicate on 6.235 kilohertz channels adopted by
federal agencies.

4. The most significant problem for users of the 150-174
megahertz spectrum is the mixing of mobile and mabile relay
input and output frequencies. This is not addressed in
Docket 92-235. CE BRar VFD suffers frequent inter ference
from octher legitimate users of "ouwr" freguencies who opevate
mobile relay transmitters on the mobile input freguency.
Fairing <f high band frequencies into mobile and base pairs
wotld double the utility of this frequency range even
without changes in technology. I urge the commissicon to
adopt a frequency pairing allocation table for 150 to 174
megahertz, and not allow exceptions.



CE Bar Volunteer Fire Department
Comments to the Federal Communications Commission
May 18, 1993

Thank you for the opportunity to commemnt on this action.

Sincergly,

Glen Re
Director

CE Bar Volunteer Fire Department
2302 San Juan Drive

Austin, TX 787323



